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Activity Days 
Scotland’s Adoption Register introduced Activity Days 
in Scotland in 2015 and have now become an addition 
to a range of family finding events. They allow adopters 
and children waiting for adoption to meet in a prepared, 
supported, safe and fun environment. 

Initially Activity Days were primarily organised for 
children for whom other family finding methods failed. 
However, it has been found that the days can be a 
helpful part of the matching process for many children 
and that in lots of situations the chance to meet the 
child gives a richer sense of who they are, and provides 
a more reliable basis for starting to explore a match, 
than having the child described by someone else or 
simply looking at profiles.

Other Services
www.scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk 
The website contains helpful information about 
the Register and about adoption in general. We 
post information about our forthcoming events like 
Exchange days, Activity Days and any other national 
adoption events. These are also advertised on our 
Facebook page. 

We offer advice to Local Authorities on care planning, 
for example about the likelihood of placement for 
children with particular needs, as well as collated data 
about the demographics of children and adopters 
referred – including information about the number of 
referrals, children’s ages, sibling groups, ethnicity and 
religion, contact, legal issues and additional specific 
needs.

These facts and figures can be used to influence policy 
and practice to enhance existing services.

Remember to follow us on Facebook. 

SCOTLAND’S ADOPTION REGISTER
Great Michael House,14 Links Place,

Edinburgh, EH6 7EZ

www.scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk
T: 0131 526 3240

E: sar@adoptionregister.scot
Find us on IIII 

Get in touch with us with any questions or 
suggestions by using the contact details provided.



What is Scotland’s Adoption Register?
Scotland’s Adoption Register is a project funded by 
the Scottish Government and hosted by St Andrew’s 
Children’s Society. The Register’s remit is to facilitate 
the linking and matching process for social workers 
in order to produce the best permanent outcomes for 
children and prospective adopters across Scotland. 
The Register is funded by the Scottish Government and 
there is no cost to our agency for Register services.  

However, please note that links made between 
agencies will usually attract an inter-agency fee which 
has been standardised by the government. The table 
below details the fee structure;

For 1 Child Full Fee £31,620
For 2 Children Full Fee £52,700
For 3 Children Full Fee £73,780
For 4 Children Full Fee £94,860
For 5 Children To be negotiated on an ongoing basic 
Ongoing support £878

These figures are from 2019. Please note that these figures 
are likely to change in line with inflationary increases. 

www.scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk 

Scotland’s Adoption Register Family 
Finding Services
National Online Register
Scotland’s Adoption Register runs an online system 
that allows social workers and adopters to share 
information and to explore possible links with the 
knowledge that the information is protected by the 
highest levels of security. 

The system uses an IT system provided by the social 
enterprise Link Maker.                          

Regulations introduced by the Scottish Government 
on 1st April 2016 (Scotland’s Adoption Register 
Regulations 2016) require all local authorities and 
adoption agencies to refer children and adopters 
to the Online Register within 3 months of the child 
being registered for adoption or, for adopters, within 3 
months of being approved at panel.

How do I profile a child/ren or adopter  
on the online register?
Whoever is responsible for family finding for a child 
should register with the online system via our website 
www.scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk. 

Once you are registered you can create a child/ren’s 
profile and start family finding.  

Adopters are able to register and create their own 
profile and you are able to connect to their account 
to ensure you support them with the family finding 
process. It is important that you speak to adopters 
about who is going to create the profile and decide 
how you will manage family finding together. The 

online register is a very secure system which allows 
adopters to view profiles of children waiting for 
adoption across Scotland and the UK. This can 
become an emotionally draining process. Please 
review how family finding with adopters is progressing 
regularly if adopters are managing their own profile 
online.  

How-to guides and all of our information leaflets  
are available on our website; 
www.scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk. 

Exchange Days
The register have organised Exchange Days in 
Scotland since 2012; and these have become an 
established part of the family finding process. We 
organise up to 4 events a year, on average, across 
the East, West and North of Scotland. 

An Exchange Day is an event where social workers 
and foster carers can meet adopters and local 
authorities from all over Scotland who are looking for 
links and matches. Local authorities will have a stand 
where profiles, pictures and/or videos of children can 
be displayed. 

Both adopters and social workers have found the 
opportunity to have direct conversations about the 
children extremely helpful - adopters felt they got a 
fuller sense of who the children were by talking to 
social worker and foster carers or seeing a DVD - than 
from seeing a profile. Social worker’s also felt it was 
helpful to meet adopters at an earlier stage. 

Scotland’s Adoption Register will send you a referral and 
registration form 6 weeks before an event is due and 
further details of the event 1 week prior to the event. 


