
Quarterly Newsletter- February 2023

Welcome to our newsletter which we aim to send out to you on a quarterly basis.
We've been quite busy over the last three months including holding an Exchange Day
on January 17th and planning our next Activity Day scheduled for 18th March 2023.

As ever, we appreciate any feedback you would like to give on this method of
communication and would like to hear if you are interested in any training we can
offer, either for an individual agency or at our practitioners forums. 

Referrals and Matches 

34
Children Ref erred

25
Families

Ref erred  

    17  
  Matches

                 104
Children on the

Register
23/01/2023

204
Prospective

Adopters 
at 23/01/2023

The table above shows the number of referrals and matches that have been
recorded on the online register as of 23/01/2023.  

As of the 23rd January there were 21 children live on the register across 13 profiles. The
breakdown is; 2 profiles of sibling groups and the remaining 9 are single children, this
included 2 sibling groups of 3 children. 

http://www.scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/


The remaining 83 profiles are hidden (not-live) for a variety of reasons, such
as; perusing a match, reconsidering the plan or the matching process has been put
on hold. 

In relation to the prospective adopters on the Register, there were 25 referred in the
last quarter taking the total number of profiles to 204, however only 147 of those are
currently live. 

There continues to be more families than children on the Register and this disparity is
exacerbated by the majority of adopters remits not lining up with the children waiting
for placements.

Adoption Exchange Day January 2023

Our first Exchange Day of 2023 was held on Tuesday 17th January in Stirling's Albert
Halls. There was a total of 13 children profiled on the day; 2 single children and the
other 11 were sibling groups of 2. 

We had 25 adoptive groups attending which was a mixture of single adopters and
couples. 

Lets take a look at what adopters had to say about the day: "Much more multi
dimensional information about the children and also a chance to discuss our
potential strengths and weaknesses with social workers in a more helpful way. It
gave us a chance to potentially discuss any queries they had about what we were
able to offer as prospective adopters."

Agencies also had some positive comments about the day: "I feel by being there on
the day we were able to give more of an understanding of the children and it also
gave the adoptive parents the chance to ask us any questions that they may of had
that wasn’t in the paperwork" 

We will be holding our next  Exchange Day on Thursday 30t h May in Dundee

Adoption Activity Days



Our next Adoption Exchange Day will be held in at Stirling Albert Halls on 
Sat urday 18t h March 2023. 

All referral forms will be due on Friday 3rd March 2023

Practitioner's Forum

Our Practitioner's forum was held on Thursday 26t h January 2023.

There was a good discussion about the use of Linkmaker and agreement to invite
support staff from that service to the group's next meeting to respond to queries. A list
of suggested amendments was collated during the meeting and has been sent to
Linkmaker for their consideration.

Gavin from Adoption UK joined the group to talk about the plan to update the website
adoption. scot. Currently it's main use is advertising Adoption Week Scotland and
there is a need to make it more up to date and more useful.

Practitioners are being asked to spend 15 minutes to fill in a survey looking for input to
inform the content.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/67QXSNF

Training

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/67QXSNF


Training is a service that the Adoption Register can provide to all of those involved with
family finding free of charge. 

Throughout 2023 SAR is providing monthly    "Wednesday  Workshops" that will
provide clear and concise training for family finding practitioners. These will be held
over lunch: 12:30pm until 13:30. 

The first session was held on Wednesday 11t h January 2023  via Microsoft teams
and focused on the writing of children's profiles for the online Register.   The training
went well and we received positive feedback from those who attended. The next
session will look at managing your cases on LinkMaker, the aim of this is to talk through
the tools that LinkMaker provides to help you manage and maintain your cases on
LinkMaker. This will be on Wednesday 8t h February 2023 on Microsoft Teams. 

Further events are noted below in Dat es for your Diary.

If this is something you would be interested in or if you have any other training needs
please contact us via email. 

Research Input

Dr Polly Cowan has worked in Children and Families for 17 years and has just recently
completed her dissertation about adoption breakdown in Scotland. Polly works for
both AFKA Scotland as a Trainer Consultant and as a Practice Manager for Scottish
Adoption.

On January 30th 2023, Polly joined us to show a video that was created by Scottish
Adoption, St Andrew’s Children’s Society and City of Edinburgh Council. The film is
called Transit ion: A Journey not  a Beginning , which discusses the nuances of
what it is like supporting children moving from foster care to adoption from the
perspectives of all involved; social workers, foster carers and adopters. There was
very large attendance and engagement in the following discussion. The video is
available for training purposes only and can be accessed by contacting Polly
at Polly@scot t ishadopt ion.org.

Upcoming Events- February 2023

mailto:Polly@scottishadoption.org.


Dates For Your Dairy
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