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Exchange Day May 30th 2023

SAS will be hosting an Exchange Day

on Tuesday 30th May in Dundee at

Wednesday Workshops

The next workshop will be on

Wednesday 10th May at 12:30 to
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the Murryat Hall. To refer your agency

or prospective adopters email us at

sar@adoptionregister.scot. All

referrals must be in by Friday 19th

May at 17:00 

More Information

13:30. The Theme will be around how

to prepare for an exchange day. This

is open to all family finding

practitioners and foster carers. To

register yourself or a foster carer for

this email us. 

This will be our last Wednesday

Workshop for Practitioners until

Autumn. However, we will be opening

up a program or workshops for

prospective adopters. these workshop

will be tailored to prospective

adopters needs, we will be starting

with "how to get the most out of your

profile on LinkMaker". the date for this

will be scheduled in the coming

months. 

Thursday 25th May 20203

Practitioners Forum

The next Practitioner's Forum will be

held in May. During this quarters

meeting SAR staff will be going over

the changes we have made to the

website including the introduction of a

Practitioners Hub. LinkMaker will also

be attending the meeting to allow

staff to ask questions, Kate will also be

discussing Family Network Days

which have started in England. 

To Attend Email us at

sar@adoptionregister.scot

Quarterly Statistics-  as of March 31st 2023

Children Referred 

46 

Families Referred

40

Children on the register 

134

25 live 

Quarterly Statistics

209

137 live 
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This year in Events

In March 2023 the Register held its

third Adoption Activity Day since the

ending of Covid restrictions. 15

children were originally referred for

the event but only 10 attended on the

day. Of the ten children, there was

The Adoption Exchange Day held in

January 2023 in Stirling had an

increased presence of local

authorities. compared to the previous

two that were planned in June and

September 2022, which had been

The Register has noted an increase in referrals as can be seen in the table above

in the appendices. There is greater evidence of children’s plans being

progressed following the delays caused by the impact of Covid on the

completion of assessments and panel decisions

The Register has noted a lower number of families being referred than children

for the first time since the onset of Covid in March 2020. There is a definite

change in the remits of those joining throughout 2022 with an increase in

families approved for older children and larger sibling groups. There is still a

low number of families approved for children with disabilities or much higher

levels of need and it would be interesting for the Register to hear what would

help families to provide ‘forever homes’ for these children.

The Register saw 11 matches made in this quarter which is a decrease on the

previous quarters but is not an indication of less matches rather, it is evidence

of the time being taken to identify matches and have them approved at panel.

The Register is aware of ten further matches currently waiting to be approved.

These will now be counted in the next year’s statistics.

All Q4 Stats can be found here 

https://scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Q4-stats-2022-2023-1.pdf


one sibling group of 3, one sibling

group of 2 and the remainder were

single children. The age range was

very broad, from 15 months to 9 years

of age. Sixteen prospective adoptive

families attended with none approved

for more than two children.

The feedback to our online survey was

overwhelmingly positive from both

families and foster carers. Their

comments highlighted their

preference for more relaxed and

therapeutic approach provided by

SAR because of Puppetship’s input to

the day. Some commented that the

event was ‘adult heavy’ which is

something we often hear from one or

two families and foster carers

following these events. In the main

we find that those families, carers and

practitioners who attend the briefing

sessions held in advance of the day

are better prepared and able to

manage the event. The Register is

aware of a strong link being

explored for the older sibling group

of two and links are being

progressed for three of the single

children.

Activity Days

cancelled due to the lack of referrals.

Seven Local Authorities brought

practitioners and foster carers to talk

about 14 children to the 25

prospective adoptive families over

the course of the day. Over 50% of

those children are progressing to a

match as a result of the event. It is

hoped that as more children’s plans

are progressed there will be an even

greater increase in the engagement

of Local Authorities with forthcoming

Exchange Days planned for the

2023/24.

Exchange Days

End of Year Totals- April 2022 to March 2023

Children Referred 

103

Families Referred

135

Children on the register 

134

25 live 

Quarterly Statistics

209

137 live 
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From April 2022 to March 2023 there has been a higher number of adopters

referred to the register than children. This could be due to delays in children's

permeance plans at the beginning of the financial year. There now seems to be

a shift as plans are being progressed, this can be seen in the Q4 stats above. 

The end of year total is a decrease on the previous year, with there being a total

of 61 matches made,  despite the increase in numbers of children being

referred. This is more an indication of the length of time it is taking

practitioners to explore and then progress links for children. We are aware that

family finding teams are being affected by staff shortages within children and

families teams, where the responsibility to make a decision to progress to a

match lies with the child’s social worker and their line manager.

Research

Recently Published 

Supporting Roots Project

Born into Care Report

Ongoing Research: 

A research team at the University of Strathclyde are evaluating AUK’s post-

adoption service TESSA (now known as PATHways). They are looking for

practitioners who have referred adoptive families to the service to complete a

brief survey about both their experience of the referral process and adoption

support offered to parents more broadly across Scotland as part of the

evaluation.

We are hoping you can complete this survey linked below yourself if

applicable as well as share it amongst your colleagues before June:

Survey Link

https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-roots/#:~:text=Report%20providing%20a%20broad%20picture,best%20practice%20and%20service%20innovation.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/born-care-scotland-circumstances-recurrence-pathways/
https://hass.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b9E92XocDD6sO8K


To register for these events or to get more information email us with the link

below.

Contact us

Scotland's Adoption Register

Gt Michael House, 14 Links Place, Edinburgh

United Kingdom
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