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Adoption Activity Day

SAR will be hosting their second

Adoption Activity Day of 2023 on

Saturday 18th November 2023 in

Perth. 

If you wish to attend please contact

your worker before Friday 3rd

November 2023 so that they can

complete the referral forms 

More Information

Adoption Week Scotland

SAR is supporting Adoption Week

Scotland. On Wednesday 22nd

November there will be an in person

event held at the The Place Hotel in

Edinburgh. SAR will have a stall

that will be focusing on the " "The

Children Waiting" and SAR Managing

Practitioner, Kate Richardson, will be

supporting AFKA Trainer Consultant

Elizabeth Ross in presenting a

workshop on "Supporting

Connections in Adoption". To book

your place and view the full program

of event click the link below

More Information

View in browser

Prospective Adopters Newsletter

October 2023

We're back with more information just for you!

Statistics- as of June 30th 2023 

https://scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/
https://scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Activity-Day-info-for-Adopters.pdf
https://afkascotland.org/2023/10/09/adoption-week-scotland-2023-whats-on/
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/320831/emails/102925374293280278


Children Referred 

22

Families Referred 

21

Children on the register 

146

37 Live

Adopters on the Register

169

101 Live

The Register has noted that there has been an increase in the referrals of

children but a drastic decrease in the referrals for prospective adopters. The

reasons behind this are not fully known but some feedback from agencies have

been; that they have not been able to focus on recruitment due to staff

shortages, they are trying to be more selective with recruitment to ensure they

are recruiting for the children who are waiting or there is a lack of people who

are wanting to adopt in their area. However, there are still more prospective

adopters than children live on the Register. 

This quarter there were a total of 17 matches recorded, 3 of which were sibling

groups of 2.

Demographics of children who are visible on Scotland's Adoption Register

Who are the Children Waiting?



Although the numbers of referrals for children have increased we are seeing a

change in the demographic of children who are being referred. Of the 37

profiles (54 individual children) that are live:

4 profiles are sibling groups of three (12 Children)

8 profiles are sibling groups of two (16 Children)

25 profiles are single children

The level of need of these children is higher than those of the previous years. Of

the 54 children: 

Increased chance or assessed as having Additional Developmental Needs-

33

Increased or assessed as having additional Emotional and Attachment

Needs- 36

Diagnosed or going through diagnosis of having additional Health Needs-

32

Assessed as having no known Additional Health, Developmental or

Emotional needs- 3 

Hence, the number of children noted to have additional support needs is 51

children ( 94.4.%) and those who are marked as none known are all under the

age of 2 and are either part of a sibling group or are waiting for an ethnic

match.

Also to be noted is that of the 51 assessed as having additional support needs

the majority have more than one i.e. they have both emotional and

developmental needs or developmental and health needs.  



"It’s not the ‘need’ that comes first. It’s the

child"

When thinking about the current landscape of adoption we can see that the

number of children with complex/additional support needs has increased.

However, this is not something new. All Children who are care experienced will

required more support to move forward in life. 

The number's above show us that 94.4% of the children visible on Scotland's

Adoption Register have been assessed as having an additional support

requirements, yet we have a limited pool of prospective adopters who are

approved to adopt these children causing them to wait longer for their forever

homes. 

That lead's on to the question "Could you support a child with additional

needs?"

Resilient

Compassionate 

Understanding 



Patient 

Loving 

If you would use these words to describe yourself then you might be the perfect

parent for these children. It is time to reframe how we view children with

additional or complex needs, all children have their own quirks, challenges and

strengths that is what makes them all so unique. It is important to look at these

children as a whole rather than just a diagnosis, it is such a small part of who

they are. 

I have linked stories of adopters whose views of adopting a child with complex

needs changed throughout their adoption journey and they progressed to

adopt a child/children with additional support needs. 

1. Adoptivedad.co.uk 

2. Home For Good 

3. Oneadoption

4. YouCanAdopt

5. CaritasCare

Below are some additional websites and reading. 

1. Adoption UK

2. NHS- Care and Support Guide 

3. NHS- Care and support Services 

4. Realistic Positivity

Your Newsletter, Your Voice

If you would like to submit a contribution to for future newsletters please

contact us below

Contact us

Scotland's Adoption Register

Gt Michael House, 14 Links Place, Edinburgh

United Kingdom

sar@adoptionregiser.scot

https://adoptivedad.co.uk/adopting-additional-needs/
https://homeforgood.org.uk/adopting-a-child-with-additional-needs
https://www.oneadoption.co.uk/who-can-adopt/adoption-stories/adopting-child-additional-needs-louise-and-davids-story
https://www.youcanadopt.co.uk/alifelessordinary/
https://www.caritascare.org.uk/adoption/children-waiting/children-with-additional-needs/
https://www.adoptionuk.org/adopting-a-child-with-additional-needs-webinar
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/social-care-and-support-guide/caring-for-children-and-young-people/how-to-care-for-children-with-complex-needs/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/social-care-and-support-guide/caring-for-children-and-young-people/children-and-young-peoples-services/
https://www.ncb.org.uk/resources/all-resources/filter/early-years/realistic-positivity
https://scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/scotlandsadoptionregister
https://www.facebook.com/scotlandsadoptionregister
https://twitter.com/AdoptRegister
https://twitter.com/AdoptRegister
https://www.instagram.com/scotadoptregister/
https://www.instagram.com/scotadoptregister/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scotland's-adoption-register
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scotland's-adoption-register
mailto:sar@adoptionregiser.scot
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