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Adoption Week 2023

SAR is supporting Adoption Week
Scotland. On Wednesday 22nd
November there will be an in person
event held at the The Place Hotel in
Edinburgh. SAR will have a stall that


https://scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/320831/emails/102460349793437356

will be focusing on the ""The
Children Waiting" and SAR
Managing Practitioner, Kate
Richardson, will be supporting AFKA
Trainer Consultant Elizabeth Ross in
presenting a workshop in
"Supporting Connections in
Adoption". To book your place and
view the full program of event click
the link below.

SAR are hosting their second Activity
Day of the year in Perth. The event
will be held on Saturday 18th
November. All referrals for Children
and Adopters should be sent to the
SAR inbox by 17:00 on Friday 3rd
November 2023.

More Information

More Information

o O ‘4'
Practitioner s

Forum

Thursday 12ith December

<2023 @10:00

Microsoft Teams

To Register to attend email us
at sar@adoptionregister.scot

Quarterly Statistics- as of October 12th 2023

Children Referred Families Referred


https://scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/adoption-activity-days/
https://afkascotland.org/2023/10/09/adoption-week-scotland-2023-whats-on/
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Children on the register . .
Families on Register
146

1
37 Live 69

101 Live

The Register has noted that there is has been an increase in the referrals of
children but a drastic decrease in the referrals for prospective adopters. The
reasons behind this are not fully known but some feedback from agencies have
been that they have not been able to focus on recruitment due to staff
shortages, they are trying to be more selective with recruitment to ensure they
are recruiting for the children who are waiting or there is a lack of people who
are wanting to adopt in their area. However, there are still more prospective
adopters than children live on the Register.

This quarter there were a total of 17 matches recorded, 3 of which were sibling
groups of 2.

The Children Waiting

Although the numbers of referral's for children have increased we are seeing a
change in the demographic of children who are being referred. Of the 37
profiles (54 individual children) that are live:



e 4 profiles are sibling groups of three (12 Children)
e 8 profiles are sibling groups of two (16 Children)

e 25 profiles are single children

The level of need of these children is higher than those of the previous years. Of
the 54 children

¢ Increased chance or assessed as having Additional Developmental Needs-
33

e |Increased or assessed as having additional Emotional and Attachment
Needs- 36

e Diagnosed or going through diagnosis of having additional Health Needs-
32

e Assessed as having no known Additional Health, Developmental or
Emotional needs- 3

Hence, the number of children noted to have additional support needs is 51
children (94.4%) and those who are marked as none known are all under the
age of 2 and are either part of a sibling group or are waiting for an ethnic
match.

Also to be noted is that of the 51 assessed as having additional support needs
the majority have more than one i.e. they have both emotional and
developmental needs or developmental and health needs.

A more detailed breakdown of these numbers can be found by selecting the
button at the bottom of the article. Please note that you will not be able to
access this link if you are not registered for our practitioner's hub. The aim for
this document is that it it is used when engaging with prospective adopters so
they are aware of the demographics of the children currently.

Due to the change in needs of the children on the register we are seeing less
engagement from the adopters on the children's profiles on LinkMaker. To try
and counteract this SAR have been providing the option of bespoke interactive
webinars for Prospective Adopter's to attend and gather more information on
the child/children they have an interest in. However, so far getting Prospective
Adopter's to engage in this process has been incredibly difficult meaning none
have been able to go ahead.

It would be helpful for us to hear about any recruitment strategies, other ways
your agency are coping with this mismatch and any feedback you have
received from prospective adopters regarding attendance at events.

More Information


https://scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/the-children-waiting-for-a-match/

Staying Gonnected
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Available at afkascotland.org ToOoLKIT

EMBEDS LEARNING FROM THE
AIMS PROMISE
TO SUPPORT AND DEVELOP INCORPORATES RELATIONSHIP-
PRACTICE IN PERMANENCE BASED PRACTICE & TRAUMA
TRANSITIONS INFORMED PRACTICE
. TO SUPPORT CHILDREN AND SYNTHESISES CURRENT RESEARCH
YOUNG PEOPLE TO STAY PILOTED WITH 6 LOCAL
« ALLTRANSITIONS ARE AN CONNECTED TO THE PEOPLE AUTHORITIES TO ENSURE IT
ATTACHMENT TRAUMA WHO ARE IMPORTANT TO THEM, RESPONDS TO PRACTICE NEED
« WHEN TRANSITIONS ARE DURING TRANSITIONS AND CAN BE USED FOR GROUP AND
NOT WELL MANAGED, BEYOND INDIVIDUAL LEARNING
DISRUPTION RISK INCREASES
CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE WANT TRANSITIONS
TO HAPPEN DIFFERENTLY

PRESENTATIONS

Staying Connected Toolkit

The Association for Fostering, Kinship and Adoption Scotland (AFKA Scotland)
presents this Staying Connected - supporting children and young people in
transitions to permanence in Fostering, Kinship and Adoption in Scotland
Toolkit. The aim of the Toolkit is to assist Practitioners and Managers to be
knowledgeable, skilled and confident in their practice, underpinned by current
research and policy. Our hope is that children and young people moving to
permanent families will have a more consistent experience across Scotland,
supported by relationship based and trauma informed practice which listens
and embeds the importance of Staying Connected within relationships that
matter during transitions and beyond.
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