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December 2024
Practitioner's Forum

Email us to attend the forum
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LinkMaker

S Modernising Contact - New
LETTERSWAP :
® O Platform Available to Support

. Improvements

An extensive pilot of “Letter Swap” has
found that facilitating contact online can
help agencies, while making contact more
meaningful and rewarding for families.
Developed by Link Maker, authorities in
Scotland are now invited to find out more
and to use a free trial.
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LinkMaker will be attending the
Practitioner's Forum on 4th December 2024
from 10:00 to 11:00 to discuss this service
further.

More Information

Quarter 2 statistics-01/07/2024-31/09/2024

Children Referred Families Referred

29 25

Children on the register Adopters on the Register
132 146

69 (46 profiles) Visible 86 Visible

From the table above you can see that then number of children referred is slightly higher
than the number of adopters, this is consistent with the trend of the previous quarter and
follows the same pattern we are seeing across the rest of the UK. However, in Scotland
we still have more adopters than children, this is an abnormality in the UK with the other
UK nations facing a drastic increase in children and a huge drop in adopters.

It is unclear if Scotland will follow the same trend as the other nations but it is a possibility
that we will be seeing further decreases in adopters referrals and a continuing increase in
children's referrals to The Register.

This quarter there were a total of 9 matches recorded, 1 of which was a sibling group of
2.
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ADOPTERTS
FEEDBACK

Adopter 1 loBaRaR ol ot

‘| feel that it gave a more personal touch to the children. It was good to
hear from their fosters carers as it gave more of an insight to the
children's personalities and lifestyles.

* % F A Adopter 2

-Hearing from the foster carers' looking after the children gave valuable insigh
into the children's needs. Some of the profiles on Link Maker are very sparse so
it's difficult to see if the children could be a good match for my adopters.

Adopter 3 * Kk kK Kk

Foster carer perspective. Quicker and more efficient information
comparing to reading children’s report.

Introducing New Family Finding Webinars

Alongside in-person events SAR have begun using Webinars as a more prominent
resource for family finding with 2 being held in this quarter. Megan took the lead in
structuring these events, which involved preparing practitioners and foster carers to

present live on the day and engage in Q&A. Megan also edited and shared video footage
for all the children.

The first Webinar was held in August with three local authorities. Feedback was positive
from the event with two families saying they were considering changing their matching
remits from a single child to 1 to 2 children.



The second Webinar was Local Authority specific. Although no matches have been
recorded from this event, we have been advised that a family is in discussions about the
sibling group of 4, which is a positive outcome.

If your service would interested in this resource please email us to find out more

Email Us!

Adoption Activity Day

SAR held an Adoption Activity Day on Saturday 28th September 2024 up in Perth. The
event was well attended with 13 children and 12 families all being present on the day. The
day was filled with space activities supported by Puppetship. Take a look at the video
below to see what was in store for the attendees.

To read our Blog about Activity Days select the button below

Read more
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